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for improving the limit of
latchability of a locking
mechanism for a folding
table. More particularly, the
present invention relates to
an 1improved arrangement
for allowing a central latch
to be capable of being




latched from either side. It 1s
known to provide a table
having a locking mechanism
for locking the table 1n an
opened or a closed position.
For instance, there are
folding tables that provide a
folding table which 1s fixed




1n 1ts first (or uppermost)
position and that 1s capable
of being moved to its second
(or lowermost) position. In
order to move the folding
table to 1its second position,
the locking mechanism 1s
released so that the table can




be moved between the first
and second positions.
Typically, a locking
mechanism includes a
central latch and two latches
each on one side of the
central latch. The central
latch 1s located 1n a slot of a




table body and the two
latches on either side of the
central latch are located 1n a
stop that 1s formed on either
side of the table body. When
the folding table 1s opened
or closed, each latch mates
with a stop such that the




table body cannot rotate too
far and that the table body
does not slide too far to
either side. When the
folding table 1s fully opened,
the central latch engages
with a portion of the stop.
Such a latch mechanism 1s




known as a central latch.
While such a latch
mechanism 1s desirable 1n
the prior art, one
disadvantage 1s that if one of
the two latches on either side
of the central latch 1s able to
be released, the central latch




1s still held. In such an
arrangement, the central
latch may be 1inadvertently
released when the folding
table 1s 1n the first position.
Such 1nadvertent release
causes the folding table to be
inadvertently moved to the




second position such that the
table may fail to latch in the
second position. Thus, the
folding table may cause
damage or destruction to
another object. Therefore,
there exists a need for an
improved folding table




having a locking mechanism
with a more reliable locking
mechanism. Particularly,
there exists a need for a
locking mechanism that
prevents inadvertent release
of the central latch when the
table 1s 1n 1ts first position.




Further, there exists a need
for a locking mechanism

that 1s capable of being
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